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Survival Chinese - 42 Essential Sentence Patterns 


d 
shi... de 
S oi 


is used to emphasize information (usually past events) 


Note: z&/shi is often dropped by native speakers as understood in 


positive sentences, but cannot be dropped in a negative sentence. 


Examples: 


wó gén wó nüpéngyou shi zài wángshàng rénshi de, 


RiR dx RRE EE WË (Ho, 


I met my girlfriend online. 
x&/shi is often dropped in positive sentences 


wó g&n wó nüpéngyou (shi) zài wángshàng rénshi de, 


RRR DE CE) Z WE AIR 89. 


I met my girlfriend online. 
x&/shi can't be dropped in a negative sentence 


wó g&n wó nüpéngyou büshi zài wángshàng rénshi de, 


RiR dx BEA +£ fe WEE S GR B. 


I didn't meet my girlfriend online. 


2. 
suirán ..., dànshi... 
Sm THE... 


although..., but... 


Note: In English, the "but" is usually dropped, but in Chinese, it is 


never dropped. 


Examples: 

suirán wó hén gào, dànshi wó bühui dá lánqiü, 
BARR e (BE RTH ZG. 
Although I am very tall, | can't play basketball. 


suirán WO hén ë, dànshi wo büxiáng chi dongxi, 
BA dk mE, BE TER Hz RA. 
Although I am very hungry, | don't want to eat. 


3. 

rüguó..., jiü... 
AER... m... 
If..., then... 


Examples: 
rüguó míngtian bü xiàyü, wómen jiù qü páshàn, 
AUR BBA ^8 FR. RIMA Well. 


If tomorrow doesn't rain, we will go hike a mountain. 


rüguó nf bù quéding, jiù chá yixià zidián, 
AIR VR MS HE oi SF. 


If you are not sure, check a dictionary. 


4. 
y ... ji... 
— ... Wl... 
as soon as 


Examples: 


wÓ yi tángxià jiü shuizháo le, 
R— BF mi EA T. 


As soon as l lied down, I fell asleep. 


wÓ yi gàosu tà, tà jiu shenggi le, 
dx — ms ht, ub LES T. 


As soon as | told her, she became angry. 


5. 
gen... yryáàng ... 
"RE. 


be the same as 


Examples: 
ní gen WO xing de yryàng, 
D PR x AB OBS E. 


Your thinking is the same as mine. 


zhëlí de tianqi gen wó láojia de bü yryàng, 
iB BJ X IR SS Zenit. 


The weather here is not the same as in my hometown. 


, 


When using an adjective or a verb, place it after “—ł}¥/ yryàng". 


WO gen ni yryàng pà léng, 


FR iR R —IF IA 7S. 


| hate the cold as much as you do. 


6. 
(Place A) + lí + (Place B) ... yuán/ jin 


(Place A) + & + (Place B) ... ZAFE 


is used to express whether place A is far or near from place B. 


Examples: 
WO jia lí ditiézhàn hen vuan, 
fx ZR NEUE (R x. 


My home is far away from the subway. 


WO de xuéxiào lí chaoshi hén jin, 
Jx RM) SW ES mR jr, 


My school is very close to the supermarket. 


7. 
(Place A) + lí + (Place B) ( yóu) duo yuán? 
(Place A) +  - (Place B) (8) £ 3? 


How far away is Place A from Place B? 


Note: ZS is sometimes dropped. 


Examples: 


zhëlí lí zuijin de ditiézhàn yóu duo yuán? 
LES mih Miti A E xv? 


How far away is the nearest subway from here? 


"Blyóu is sometimes dropped. 
ni jia lí chaoshi (yóu) duo yuán? 
RRA am (SIS x? 


How far away is your home from the supermarket? 


8. 
yinwéi..., suÓóyl... 


ln... FTA... 


because..., therefore... 


Examples: 
yinwéi zuówán méi shui hao, suóyi xiànzài yóudián kùn, 
Du BEB jm BE Rf, Hl ME So EH, 


| feel a little sleepy, because I didn't sleep well last night. 


yinwéi lüshang düchë, suóyi wó chídào le, 


ES FEL EE, LS RIT. 


| am late because | ran into heavy traffic. 


lián... dou... 


is used to express "even" 


Examples: 
wó tài máng le, lián chifàn de shíjian dou méiyóu, 
RA IÈ Y, ox ER BS DIE SB A. 


| am so busy that | don't even have time to eat. 


tā lián dàxué dou méi shàng guó, 
mea E, 


He didn't even study at a university. 


10. 
büshi..., jiüshi... 
Am... SS. 


if it's not...., then it's ... 


Examples: 
zhéli de tianqi büshi tài léng, jiüshi tài ré, 
jB HN XJR XZ. MEAM. 


The weather here is either too cold or too hot. 


ta büshi zài bángongshi, jiüshi zài shítáng, 


fü +E (SS, HAE SS. 


If he's not in the office, then he is in the cafeteria. 


11. 
büdàn... érqié... 
(B... mE... 


not only... but also... 


Examples: 
zhége difang büdàn hén ëng, érqié hén cháosht 
GT HRD MER Z. MER Bu. 


This place is not only cold, but also humid. 


ta büdàn hui jiáng ymgwén, érqié hui jiáng fáyü, 
tt BZ Xx, MEAW x. 


He can not only speak English, but can also speak French. 


12. 
ylbian... yrbian... 
— 1... s 


is used to express doing two actions simultaneously. 


Examples: 
wó xihuan yibian chīfàn, yibian kàn diànshi, 


R EX —i3) WU, — E "mtu. 


| like to eat while watching TV. 


yrbian zóulü yibian kàn shou shi hén weixián de, 
Ù ER 105 +Í), IR eR. 


It's very dangerous to look at the phone while walking. 


13. 
cóng ... qí 
|. x 


starting from (a certain time) 


Examples: 
cóng xiànzài dí, wó yào nüli gongzuó, 
A SUE d 2k = 27) TLE, 


From now on, | am going to work harder. 


cóng míngtian qí, wó jiù büyóng shàngbaàn le, 
À. BBA de, Se TA EM T. 


From tomorrow on, | won't need to work. 


14. 
zhlyóu... cái... 
RB... F... 


only if...then... 


Examples: 
zhíiyóu nüli xuéxí, cái néng káoshàng dàxué, 
HB 87 >J, T 8E ZE KF. 


Only if you study hard, will you be able to get into a university. 


zhiyóu zünzhóng biéren, biéren cái hui zünzhóng ní, 


HS SS JA, WATÈ SS (K. 


Only if you respect other people, will other people respect you. 


15. 

yOu... you 
X... 
both... and... 


Examples: 
wó xiànzài you lèi yòu ë, 
R ME X mx. 


| am tired and hungry now. 


ní zuó de cài you háokàn you háochi, 
(Kd By 3e wë X Wf. 


The dish you cooked looks and tastes great. 


16. 


jirán... jiü/ y&/ nà... 
BLA... ID 


since... then... 


Examples: 
jirán nf bünéng lái, nà wéishénme bù záo shuo? 
BEZAUR BE SK, B ATA ^R i? 


Since you couldn't come, why didn't you tell me earlier? 


jirán shengbing le, jiù bié qü shàngban le, 
BATA ZIS f, mi SZ EM T. 


Since you're sick, then don't go to work. 


17. 
A bi B * adjective 


A EE B + adjective 


A compare to B is ... 


Examples: 
nánfang bí béifang nuánhuo, 


PJJ Lb JLP EM. 


The south is warmer than the north. 


WO méimei bí WO gao, 


dx WERL R m. 


My younger sister is taller than me. 


18. 

Xiàn..., zài... 
first..., then... 
Examples: 


wó xiàn káolü xià, zài huífü nt. 
SL SIS BE! 


Let me think about it first, then I will answer you. 


WO xiáng xian xf gë záo, zài qü chifàn, 
fx 49 "TS BI. 


I'd like to take a shower first, then go to eat. 


19. 


wülün/ büguán... dou/ yé... 
AUT E. AB... 


no matter... , (result)... 


Note: Xì is more formal than FE. 


Examples: 


büguán míngtiàn tianqi rúné, wómen dou yào qü páshàn, 
TE BA AS Wf, $e) ën ZA mi. 


No matter how the weather is tomorrow, we will go hiking. 


wúlùn rúhé, wó yë bühui fàngqi zhé ci jihui, 
TC Wüfg, RETA BUR Q< X #L2 


No matter what, | won't give up this opportunity. 


20. 
chén ...(opportunity) 


#2 ... (opportunity) 
take the opportunity ... 


Examples: 

chèn huóche hái méi lái, wó xian qü shàng gë césuó, 

E KE mä SZ LT. 

Since the train hasn't come yet, | will take the opportunity to go to the 


restroom. 


chèn xiànzái tàiyáng hái méi xiashan, wómen qù hébian sànsànbü 
ba, 
UCD Full, RAMAR, 


While the sun is still up, let's go take a walk along the river. 


21. 
kuài (yào) ... le 


DN (€)... T 


something is about to happen... 


Note: Œ is usually added before the verb. 


Examples: 

WO ShOUIT kuài méidiàn le, 
R FIL IR E T. 

My phone's battery is dying. 


hăoxiàng kuàiyào xiàyü le, 
Sf RE KRN T. 


It seems that it's going to rain. 


22. 


chüle... yíwài/ zhiwái, ... dou... 


ER f. Dau IZ D, a. 


except for ... , all... 


Note: ak and ZF are interchangeable. 


Examples: 


chüle ní zhiwài, wó shéi dou bù xiangxin, 


ERI RIA, RE šB + IS, 


I don't believe anybody except for you. 


chüle Eileen ylwài, daia dou zài zhér, 
IRT Eileen AIh, A= SL Cl. 


Everybody is here except for Eileen. 


23. 


chüle... yiwài/ zhiwái, ... hái/ yë... 
Per az, vn. 


besides... 


Examples: 
chüle yingyü yíwài, ní hái hui ang shénme yüyán? 
IRT XB DAMM MER H (Z "Si 


Beside English, what other languages can you speak? 


chüle ymngyü zhiwài, wó yë hui shuō zhongwén hé fáyü, 
ERI Ra Z0 RER w PX WES. 


Besides English, | can also speak Chinese and French. 


24. 


A méiyóu B + adjective name / zhéme... 
A ;##Ë B + adjective 3544/3X... 


A is not as... as B... 


Examples: 
jintian de tianqi méiyóu zuótian de name hào, 
SA HN XS RA FA KIRA 1. 


Today's weather is not as good as yesterday's. 


zhé tái diànnăo méiyóu nà tái diànnăo nàme gui, 
GG HB o4 RE min" D. 


This computer is not as expensive as that one. 


25. 
yüqí... bürü... 
ER Nil... 


rather than..., it'S better... 


Examples: 

yüqí méitian bàoyuàn, bur xing bànfá gáibiàn, 

5H SA "ab UU £ ZA AGE. 

Rather than complaining everyday, it's better to come up with a way 


to make a change. 


yügí méitian cht kuáàicàn, burú zài jiā zijí zuófàn 
SE SEA E WE, TU Sp, 


Rather than eating fastfood everyday, it's better to cook at home. 


26. 
jíshi..., yë... 
BIS. tE... 


even if..., still... 


Examples: 
jíshí zài máng yë yào xiüxi, 
BUIS SA tb E KE, 


Even if you're busy, you still need to rest. 


jishi shi miánfëi de, wó yë büyào, 
BE £ RA B, RETE, 


Even if it's free, I still don't want it. 


27. 


yuëláiyuë... (adjective) 
EKER... (adjective) 


getting more and more... (adjective) 


Examples: 
xiànzài tianqi yuëláiyuë lëng le, 
MERKA ERKE Sr, 


The weather is getting colder and colder. 


WO de shili xiànzài yuëláiyuë chà le, 


R MIRE BRKE XOT. 


My eyesight is getting worse and worse. 


28. 
büjín... hái... 
SKS XR... 


not only... but also... 


Examples: 
tà de zhàngfu büjín dübó hái xüjiü, 
hb B9 SCA AX. RIS XS BUB, 


Her husband not only gambles, but also drinks. 


chouyan büjín làngféi qián, hái dui ní de jiankang yóuhài, 

TEN SOL RS E, "mm DU BEER SS, 

Smoking is not only a waste of money, but also it's harmful to your 
health. 


29. 
ji * A ..., yë + B... 
BE +A... tB + B... 


both + A... and + B... 


Note: A and B can be adjectives, verbs, or short phrases. but, A and B 


usually are using the same form. 


Examples: 
zhége dàncí ji shi dóngcí, yë shi xíngróngcí, 
jT Sig BL Sing tb = NAH. 


This word is both a verb and an agjective. 


WO ji xihuan cht zhüróu, yë xihuan chr jrróu, 


Jk BE SM l TRES, EEK Hz 8. 


| like to eat both, pork and chicken. 


30. 
verb * le, jiü... 


verb * f, SR. 


complete one action, then start another 


Examples: 
WO dào le jiü géi ní dádiànhuá, 
$x 34 T wit n TERI. 


| will call you when l arrive. 


WO XI le záo jiù qü shuijiào le, 
ST ORM IT, 


| took a shower, then | went to sleep. 


31. 
shéi..., shéi jiü... 
W... ER.. 


whoever... 


Examples: 
míngtian shéi qíichuáng záo, shéi jiü mái záocan, 
BBA GE ER F, EME SS, 


Whoever gets up early, buys the breakfast. 


shéi shü le, shéi jiü máidan, 
iE Sa" VE mh Ze. 


Whoever loses, pays the bill. 


32. 


shénme..., jid... shénme 


Tr M TA 


whatever... 


Examples: 
ní dän shénme, wó jiü cht shénme, 
Da fA, RMI TT, 


| will eat whatever you order. 


shénme piányi, wó jiù mái shénme, 
(rA EE, RME TA. 


| will buy whatever it's cheap. 


33. 
nár..., jiü... nar 
098 L...., at BBL 


wherever... 


Examples: 
nar nuánhuo, wómen jiù qù Där, 
WIL BET, RN mh zx. 


We will go wherever is warm. 


ní xiáng qü nár, WO jiù dài ní qu nár, 
fk 28 Z JL, Zem HL. 


| will take you to wherever you want to go. 


34. 


shénme shíhou, ... jiü... shénme shíhou 


Z, HS... W... FARS 


whenever... 


Examples: 


WO shénme shíhou fā gongzi, jiù shénme shíhou jiao fángzü, 
R (FABER EIS, SL AHS S BB. 


| will pay the rent whenever l get paid. 


ní shénme shíhou dàojia, wó jiü shénme shíhou kaishi zuófàn, 
D fFABME GIS Si AR JL d. 


| will start cooking whenever you get home. 


35. 
duoshao..., jiü... duoshao 
£p... BL BD 


as much as... 


JL.* measure word..., 7i... JL* measure word 


as many as... 


Examples: 
ní xiáng chi duoshao, jiù chi duoshao, 
(28 m gD, SG Si, 


Eat as much as you want. 


ní YOU jí gë, jiù géi wó jí gë, 
URB JU T, LES 3k JV T. 


Give me as many as you have. 


36. 
déng..., zài... 


wait until..., then... 


Examples: 
déng daia dou dàodí le, women zài kaishí kaihui, 
= Sab 2 Y, RI E JH JT. 


We will wait until everybody is here, then we will start the meeting. 


déng ní xiàban le, wó zài lái jie nf, 
SER FB Y, REAR} n. 


| will wait until you finish work, then I will come to pick you up. 


37. 


chüfei..., (yào) bürán... 


BRAE... (88)... 


unless..., otherwise... 


Examples: 
chüfei nimen xiàn fükuán, yàobürán women bù fāhuò, 
BRIE TMH fu Sr Si RI + ER. 


Unless you pay first, we won't send the product. 


chüfei ní géi wó dázhé, yàobürán wó jiù bü mái le, 
IRIE (£8 dX PI, ST X L T = YT, 


Unless you give me a discount, | won't buy it. 


38. 


yàome... yàome... 


SEA... SEA... 


either... or.. 


Examples: 
wómen yàome qù kàn diànylIng, yàome qù guàngjie, 
RIJ SA ZS DS, BA Z On, 


We either go see a movie or go shopping. 


zhége jiàqi, wómen yàome qù shànghái, yàome qù béijing, 
jv (RB, RT SA ZS CS 4AA "Ee, 


This vacation, we will either go to Shanghai or Beijing. 


39. 
büshi..., érshi... 


It's not..., rather... 


Examples: 


WO büshi bù xihuan chi lóngxia, érshi lóngxiā tài gui le, 
É += + Sim ZR, mër K m í. 


It's not that | don't like to eat lobster, it's just that is too expensive. 


WO büshi büxiáng qü, érshi wó zhende méiyóu shíjian, 
RTE TE ZA, quie dk BB RA BH. 


It's not that | don't want to go, it's just that | really don't have the time. 


40. 

dào... wéizhi 
5J...731E 

up till... 


Examples: 
dào xiànzài wéizhi, tamen yijing jiéhün shí nián le, 
SI ME i, i] B8 AE t FT. 


Up till now, they have been married for ten years. 
dào müqián wéizhi, wó háishi bù zhīdào nàtiān fasheng 


le shénme, 


HAWKE, ZS re SE TF, 
Up till now, I still don't know what happened that day. 


41. 


yifangmiàn..., ( ling) vTangrmian 
DI... (GI 


on the one hand..., on the other hand... 


Examples: 

ta yifangmiàn xiáng jieyan, yifangmiàn yóu rénbuzhü chouyàn, 

tt -5E £48 WA, -AEA X itm. 

On the one hand, he wants to quit smoking, but on the other hand, he 


can't live without smoking! 


tā yifangmiàn xiáng jiánféi, yifangmiàn yòu bù xíhuan yùndòng. 
Wh —75;1 48 SP | —75] X ^^ EX aj. 
On the one hand, she wants to lose weight, but on the other hand, 


she doesn't like to exercise. 


42. 
yrdàn... jiu... 
—EH Sh... 


once... then... 


Examples: 

huai xíguàn yidàn yángchéng jiü hen nan gáidiào, 

YN lj —EB pk MIR E Oe, 

Once a bad habit is established, it's hard to get rid of. 


yrdàn xüxià nuóyán, jiù büyào fánhuf, 
—H WF SS MTE RIS. 


Once you give a promise, you can't go back on your word. 


dàjia háo! huanyíng láidào Mandarin Corner, wó shi Eileen, 
XX xiisMandarin Corner, ZK St leen, 


Hi everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen. 


dang nímen zài gen zhongguó péngyou liáotian shí, 


STIPE FP ESI BRUST ACRI 


When you're talking with your Chinese friends, 


huibühui jingcháng yinwéi chu) bügóu, 
RTRA RANCA, 


do you often feel that due to your limited vocabulary, 


ér wüfá biáodá xiangdui füzá de xiángfá ne? 
We EIS RAINANE? 


you can't express some complicated thoughts? 


duoshü qíngkuàng xià, zhéxie füzá de xiángfá këyi tongguó 
ZEB, REE RIANA DUBII 


In most cases, these comlicated thoughts can be expressed 


yixié chángyóng de jüxíng jiégou lái biáodá, 
EES FHE 8] SEN kee, 


by using some common sentence patterns. 


suóyí zài zhége shipín zhong ne, 


BLE 15 TUR ERE, 


So in this video, 


wÓ jiù géi daia dàilái le42 gë chángyóng de zhongwén jüxíng, 
TER Kask T 4277 Päpp xc 8) RS, 


| will present 42 essential Chinese sentence patterns, 


lái bangzhü nímen tígao biáodá néngli, 
AERE Bin DS S XA BE 77 o 


to help you improve your ability to express yourself. 


nà xiàmian wómen jiù kaishi ba! 
BE TARIMA E! 


Now let's get started! 


hào, jintian de shipín jiù dào zhélf, 
Vf, S BRUST ER 
Alright, that's it for today. 


qíshí zhéxie jüxíng büshi hén nan, 
RSR 


Actually, these sentence patterns are not that hard, 


dàn xüyào yidián shíjiàn lái liànxí, 
(ELE UE 


but you need to spend some time to practice. 


zhlyóu tongguo fánfuü liànxí, 
RAMIRES, 
Only by practicing, 


cái néng zhenzhéng de zhàngwo tamen, 
Z 86 5 1E Hb ë Je E, 


can you then truly master them, 


zuizhong dádào tuokóu'érchü, 
EZ Br LATIO HH o 


and eventually become fluent. 


háo,rüguó nt xihuan zhége shipín ne, 


Vf, URRENI, 


If you like this video, 


nà jiü qíng géi dën gë zàn, 
3588 C ka T TA 


AAA | D1, 


please give it a "like", 


bing yü ní de péngyou men fēnxiăng, 
TES URBSBRA T EH 


and share it with your friends, 


huò zài xiàmian liüyán gàosu women nt dui zhége shipín de 
xiángfá, 
SLT FEES RECTT 915 TUSRIBIAS TA. 


or comment below. 


ní yë kéyí zài women de wángzhàn mandarincorner.org 


TRT n] leën I ütmandarincorner.org 


You can download free PDF and audio files (mp3) of this video 


miánféi xiàzái zhége shipín de PDF héyin pín wénjiàn, 
$828 Foot T TUGXIBSPDF RU Sr HZ E. 


at mandarincorner.org (go to "Video Learning Resources" page). 


rüguó ni xihuan women píndào de néiróng, 
E EARCH 


If you like our content, 


bing xing bangzhü wómen jixü zhizuó zhéléi shipín, 
EAS ZP BIBT 4 28e rb E dE 


and you'd like to help us continue making these types of videos, 


name qíng káolü zài Patreon shàng zhichí wómen, 


DR i$ X rm TEPatreon E Ri, 


please consider supporting us on Patreon, 


huò shiyóngPayPal jinxíng yicixing juanzéng, 


sk fi FHPayPalitfT —JÁA EBI, 
or make a one-time donation through PayPal. 


(links are on mandarincorner.org) 


zuihóu,qíng hái méiyóu dingyué de rén dingyué women de píndào 
mn, KOBIRI AUT PS 895038 


Finally, if you haven't subscribe to our channel, please subscribe! 


